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Section 4.—Wage Rates, Hours of Labour and Other
Working Conditions

Statistics on occupational wage rates by industry and region or city and on standard
weekly hours of labour are compiled by the federal Department of Labour and published
in the annual report Wage Rates, Salaries and Hours of Labour. The statistics published
are based on an annual survey covering some 27,500 establishments in most industries
and apply to the last normal pay period preceding Oct. 1.

Average wage rates of time workers and average straight-time earnings of piece
workers and other incentive workers in a given occupation are shown separately but are
combined in the calculation of index numbers. Predominant ranges of rates for each
occupation used are also given. Overtime pay is excluded.

The industry index numbers shown in Table 14 measure changes in wage rates for
non-office employees below the rank of foreman. They do not, however, provide a basis
for comparing the level of wages in one industry with that in another. More detailed
information on concepts and methods of developing these statistics is given in the annual
report.

14.—Index Numbers of Average Wage Rates for Certain Main Industrial Groups, 1953-62
(1949=100)

Note.—Indexes back to 1901 may be obtained from the Department of Labour publication Wage Rates, Salaries
and Hours of Labour 1962.

Manufacturing
Con- . Per-
Log- Coal | Metal All Rail- | Tele- General
Year ) Ak P Dur- | Non- struc- sonal
ging | Mining | Mining [ 41 | durable fl;l(;nu- tion | Ways | phone [o oo |Average
Goods | Goods | *3CWUr
ing
1953............. 135.5 | 124.0 | 132.3§ 136.3 | 132.8| 134.6 | 136.2{ 137.2 | 136.6 | 123.3 || 133.6
1954............. 138.0 | 123.5| 136.7 | 140.0 | 136.9 | 138.5 | 140.0 | 137.8 | 147.6 | 128.6 || 137.9
1955............. 138.2 | 122.8 | 140.3 | 143.7 | 140.7 | 142.2 | 145.4 | 137.8 | 152.8 | 132.3 || 141.7
1956............. 160.8 123.6 150.8 151.2 148.3 149.8 150.7 146.8 157.6 136.1 148.7
1957............. 168.4 | 137.4 | 156.2 | 160.7 | 156.3 { 158.6 | 160.7 | 153.3 | 165.9 | 138.9 || 156.5
1958............. 172.0 | 147.6 | 160.8 | 166.1 | 162.2 | 164.2 | 171.0 | 153.3 | 175.4 | 143.5( 162.5r
199905 < s s s o 176.2 | 147.3 | 164.3 | 170.8 | 167.0{ 168.9 | 180.7 | 165.7 | 175.3r| 146.1 | 168.8r
1960............. 184.3 1 148.2 | 169.4 | 176.6 | 173.2 | 175.0 | 192.6 | 166.4 | 178.0 | 156.8 | 175.5*
1961............. 190.8 | 154.5 | 173.9 | 180.3 | 178.7 | 179.5 | 196.3 | 176.5 | 188.0 | 158.8 { 180.0
1962............. 199.4 1 161.1§ 177.2 | 184.7 | 184.3 | 184.5 | 206.2 | 180.5 | 194.4 | 162.2 ) 185.9

15.—Average Wage and Salary Rates for Selected Occupations in Certain Cities
Across Canada, Oct 1, 1962

Industry and Occupation Hgll.lfsa:x, %"%ﬁ b%gl%e, M(g&;?al, T%ﬁ’éfo' Ha(r)nniit.aon,
$ $ $ $ $ $
per hr. per hr. per hr. per hr. per hr. per hr.
Construction (building and structures only)-

Bricklayer and mason. ............coouunun.... 2.42 2.10 2.25 2.75 3.35 2.95
Carpenter............. cooieiiiiiiinnenainnn. 2.15 2.04 2.05 2.55 3.10 2.98
Electrician. ...........ccooviiinniiniinninnn.. 2.35 2.00 2.00 2.70 3.68 3.60
Painter.............coiiiiiii . 1.89 1.77 1.95 2.45 2.81 2.60
Plasterer...........cccviiieineieiiiinnannn.. 2.40 2.10 2.25 2.75 3.25 3.05
Plumber..............coooiiiiii i, 2.42 2.00 2.20 2.82 3.56 3.30
Bheet metal worker.............oveeeunneen... 2.15 1.65 2.20 2.55 3.60 3.05
Labourer...........vuieieiieeiiiieieennnnn. 1.58 1.15 1.65 1.95 2.15 2.00
Truck driver...........ccovvmeeerreeennnnnn. 1.58 1.20 1.65 1.95 2.15 2.00



